Re-Dedication of the Mendelssohn Bust
Tuesday, October 17, 2017 at 12 noon
Prudential Concert Grove, Essex County Branch Brook Park, Newark, NJ

Under the leadership of Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr., about $50 million of
improvements have been made to revitalize Essex County Branch Brook Park. Partnering with the Branch
Brook Park Alliance, NJ Green Acres program and the Essex County Recreation and Open Space Trust Fund,
recreation facilities have been modernized, historic features have been preserved and more than 5,000 cherry
blossom trees have been planted. The latest initiative by DiVincenzo began in the spring of 2017 when he
commissioned sculptor Harry Gordon to refurbish the Mendelssohn Bust and relocate the 20,000-pound statue
to its new location at the Prudential Concert Grove in Branch Brook Park. The restoration was supported with a

German-Americans were a proud and prominent portion of Newark’s population by the mid-19th
century, heavily involved in the industries that built the city. Wherever they lived, Germans tended to
establish gymnastic clubs (Turnverein) and singing societies (Sängerchor).Newark was no exception.
An umbrella organization of the German choruses in the mid-Atlantic region, the Nordoestlicher
Saengerbund von Amerika, holds a singing festival, or Sängerfest, every few years. Their grand 20 th
fest was held in June 1903 in Baltimore. Thirteen of Newark’s German men’s choruses competed
separately and also joined forces as the United Singers of Newark. They were among 6,000 singers
and a packed crowd gathered in the armory. Even President Theodore Roosevelt took the train from

At each Sängerfest, prizes were given to the
best choruses in various categories. The
biggest prizes, literally, were awarded to the
best performances by a city’s combined choirs.
In 1903, those city prizes were large bronze
busts of famous German composers, modelled
by the Baltimore sculptors Joseph M. Didusch &
Son and cast at the Roman Bronze Works
foundry in New York City. Washington, DC, with
fewer than 200 voices, garnered the bust of
Baroque composer Georg Friedrich Händel.
Newark’s larger combined chorus, conducted
by Julius Lorenz, won the likeness of Romantic
composer Felix Mendelssohn for its rendition of
“Hochamt im Walde” (The Woodland Mass) by
Reinhold Becker.

The United Singers of Newark brought the
bust home in victory. Hundreds met them at
Penn Station late at night. Amid firecrackers
and bonfires, they paraded to the Krueger
Auditorium in the city’s predominately German
Springfield/Belmont neighborhood for revelry

In the months that followed, the United Singers campaigned
to have the bust installed in Essex County Branch Brook Park,
the largest park in Newark and the first county park in the
United States. The park’s landscape architects, the Olmsted
Brothers firm, suggested space in the music court on the west
side of the lake, but they were agreeable to the requested site
along the promenade on a slope to the east of the lake. After
a review of the bust by professional sculptors, the Parks
Commission approved the placement. The United Singers
bore the cost of the pedestal and installation.
May 23, 1904, was another day of great celebration as the
Mendelssohn bust was unveiled to a crowd of thousands.
Both the park and the bust were symbols of civic pride.
The sculpture’s location became less accessible with the
construction of the “new” Barringer High School. The bust was
removed from its base for safe-keeping from further damage

We proudly re-dedicate this symbol of achievement and the arts in the
Prudential Concert Grove across the lake from where it originally stood.
Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr., Essex County Executive, The Board of Chosen Freeholders,
and the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs

